
APA Citation Guidelines 

 

 
 

Books: 

Book 

Author, A.A. (Year of Publication). Title of Work. Location: Publisher. 
 

Example:  
Calfee, R.C. & Valencia, R.R. (1991). APA guide to preparing manuscripts for journal 
     publication. Washington, D.C.: American Psychological Association.  

Edited Book 

Last Name, A.A. (Ed). (Year of Publication). Title of Work. Location: Publisher.  
 

Example: 
Duncan, G. J., & Brooks-Gunn, J. (Eds.). (1997). Consequences of growing up poor. New 
     York, NY: Russell Sage Foundation. 

Periodicals: 

Journal Article 

Author, A. A., Author, B. B., & Author, C. C. (Year). Title of article. Title of Periodical, 
     volume number(issue number), pages.  
 

Example: 
Scruton, R. (1996). The eclipse of listening. The New Criterion, 15(3), 5-13. 

Magazine 
Article 

Author, A. A. (Year, Month Day). Title of article. Title of Magazine, volume number(issue 
     number), pages.  
 

Example: 
Henry, W. A., III. (1990, April 9). Making the grade in today's schools. Time, 135, 28-31. 

Newspaper 
Article 

Author, A. A. (Year, Month Day). Title of article. Title of Newspaper, pages.  
 

Example: 
Schultz, S. (2005, December 28). Calls made to strengthen state energy policies. The 
     Country Today, pp. 1A, 2A. 

Other Print Sources: 

Encyclopedia 

Last Name, A.A. (Year of Publication). Title. In Encyclopedia Title. (Vol. #, pp. #-#). 
     Location: Publisher.  
 

Example: 
Bergmann, P. G. (1993). Relativity. In The New Encyclopedia Britannica. (Vol. 26, pp. 
     501-508). Chicago, IL: Encyclopedia Britannica. 

Electronic Sources: 

Online 
Periodical 

Author, A. A., & Author, B. B. (Date of publication). Title of article. Title of Online 
     Periodical, volume number(issue number if available), page range. Retrieved from 
     http://www.someaddress.com/full/url/.  **Provide homepage** 
 

Example: 
Smyth, A. M., Parker, A. L., & Pease, D. L. (2002). A study of enjoyment of peas. Journal of 
     Abnormal Eating, 8(3), 120-125. Retrieved from ProQuest.  

***Use web address if not from database*** 

Webpage 

Author, A. A., & Author, B. B. (Year, Month Day). Title of document. Retrieved 
     from http://Web address.  
 

Example:  
Angeli, E., Wagner, J. (2010, May 5). General format. Retrieved from 
     http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/ resource/560/01/.  

Online 
Enclyclopedia 

Title of Article. (Publication date). In Enclyclopedia Title. Retrieved from web address.  
 

Example: 
Feminism. (n.d.). In Encyclopædia Britannica online. Retrieved from 
     http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/724633/feminism.  
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Basic Rules: 

 Your references should begin on a new page separate from the text of the essay; label this page 
"References" centered at the top of the page (do NOT bold, underline, or use quotation marks for the 
title). All text should be double-spaced just like the rest of your essay. 

 All lines after the first line of each entry in your reference list should be indented.  
 Authors' names are inverted (last name first) 
 Reference list entries should be alphabetized by the last name of the first author of each work. 
 For multiple articles by the same author list the entries in chronological order, from earliest to most 

recent. 
 Capitalize only the first letter of the first word of a title and subtitle, the first word after a colon or a 

dash in the title, and proper nouns. Do not capitalize the first letter of the second word in a 
hyphenated compound word.  

Example: APA guide to preparing manuscripts for journal publication. 
In Text Citations: 

 

General Citation (if paraphrasing work): 
 

(Author’s Last Name, Publication Date)  
 

Example:  
 

(Hemingway, 1925) 
 

(Kernis, Cornell, Sun, Berry, & Harlow, 1993)  
 

** For subsequent citations for the same work, use the first author’s last name followed by et al. (Kernis, 
et al., 1993)** 
 

For an unknown author – (“Title of Article,” 2001) or (Title of Book, 1993) 
 

General Citation for Quotations: 
 

(Author’s Last Name, Publication Date, Page Numbers) 
 

Example: (Hemingway, 1925, p. 52) 
 

Short Quotations: 
If you are directly quoting from a work, include the author, year of publication, and the page number for 
the reference (preceded by "p."). Introduce the quotation with a signal phrase that includes the author's 
last name followed by the date of publication in parentheses. 

 

Example: 
According to Jones (1998), "Students often had difficulty using APA style, especially when it was their 
first time" (p. 199).  
 

Long Quotations: 
Place direct quotations that are 40 words, or longer, in a free-standing block of typewritten lines, and 
omit quotation marks. Start the quotation on a new line indented, in the same place you would begin a 
new paragraph. Type the entire quotation on the new margin, and indent the first line of any subsequent 
paragraph within the quotation. Maintain double-spacing throughout. The parenthetical citation should 
come after the closing punctuation mark. 
 

Jones's (1998) study found the following:  

Students often had difficulty using APA style, 

especially when it was their first time citing sources. 

This difficulty could be attributed to the fact that many 
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students failed to purchase a style manual or to ask 

their teacher for help. (p. 199) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Angeli, E., Wagner, J., Lawrick, E., Moore, K., Anderson, M., Soderlund, L., & Brizee, A. (2010, May 5). 
General format. Retrieved from http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/.  


